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MSP PROCESS IN FRENCH GUIANA IN A FEW WORDS  

 
The strategic document of sea basin (DSBM) is the declination on the Guiana basin of the French national 
strategy of the sea and coastline (SNML), adopted in 2017. It specifies and completes the guidelines with 
regard to its own economic, social and ecological issues. 
 
It deals with the following themes: 
 

- the protection of environment, resources, biological and ecological balances as well as the 
preservation of sites, landscapes and heritage; 

- the prevention of risks and the management of the coastline; 
- knowledge, research and innovation as well as education and training in the sea-related professions; 
- the sustainable development of economic, maritime and coastal activities and the development of 

natural mineral, biological and energy resources. 
 

It includes a strategic component (inventory of the situation and socio-economic and environmental objectives to 
be achieved) and an operational component (action plan). 
 
The existing situation of the sea basin of Guyana was developed in 2018. The further development of the 
strategic document has been relaunched with the installation of the new Ultramarine Maritime Council of French 
Guiana in 2021. 
 
A public consultation was conducted in November 2021 on the vision for the future and the strategic objectives. 
They are under revision according to the results of the consultation. The operational component is currently being 
developed. The complete draft will be subject to institutional and public consultation in 2022. The final approval 
of the document is planned for the end of 2022. 
 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC ISSUES AND DATA 

 
The work of elaborating the report describing the existing situation has led to the selection of the following 
main socio-economic themes: 
 

- Fishing and aquaculture; 
- Yachting and nautical activities; 
- Commercial ports, cruises and maritime networks; 
- Mineral resources; 
- Marine renewable energies. 

 
Based on the issues identified for each of these themes, Cerema collected, formatted and spatialized the data, 
leading to the creation of geographic information layers within a dedicated geographic information system, 
accessible on a viewer: 
 
 https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0191c3319f2b47b696b1094a7d48c250/?draft=true 
 
The information became available for the public consultation of November 2021. 
 
 
 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0191c3319f2b47b696b1094a7d48c250/?draft=true
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LEADING TO A SYNTHESIS MAP OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC ISSUES  

 
In order to make the socio-economic issues map readable and understandable, choices had to be made 
regarding the data to be kept. It was also necessary to make choices in the representation of these data. For 
example, the areas of nautical activities/anchorage areas/tourist projects group together several sets of data 
(visible in the viewer), the fishing areas have a simplified spatialization and a reduced number of classes in the 
legend (by grouping together certain types of fishing). 
 
Once processed, these data have allowed the realization of a map of socio-economic issues for the Guiana sea 
basin (Figure 1). 
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Figure 1. Synthesis map of socio-economic issues at sea in French Guiana (map and legend in French) 
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SYNTHESIS MAP OF ECOLOGICAL ISSUES  

 
In parallel, a similar approach to ecological issues was adopted by the French Agency for Biodiversity (OFB) 
and placed under the same editorial line by Cerema (see Figure 2). 
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Figure 2. Synthesis map of ecological issues in the French Guiana sea basin (map and legend in French) 
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CONCLUSION AND NEXT STEPS 

 
The objectives in producing these maps are:  
 

- to provides a readable overview of what is at stake at the scale of the whole geographic area of 
the sea basin, contributing to raise awareness among the public about maritime issues; 

- to provide material for public debate and institutional consultation when it comes to situating new 
activities or marine protected areas.   
Crossing with ecological issues, this work contributes in the development of a vocational map spatializing the 
strategic objectives. The result of the maritime spatial planning implemention will then consist of the both 
summary maps: the current situation map, and the vocation map with a view to the future. 
 
All information about the French Guiana sea basin strategy is available on Geolittoral (DSBM Guyane - 
GéoLittoral (www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr)). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/
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