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Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) is a public process of analyzing and allocating the spatial and 
temporal distribution of human activities in marine areas to achieve ecological, economic 
and social objectives that have been specified through a political process.

European Union (EU) Outermost Regions (ORs) of the Azores (Portugal), Madeira (Portugal), 
Canary Islands (Spain) and French Guiana (France), with the support of their Member 
States national authorities, joined cooperative efforts to support the implementation of the 
European Maritime Spatial Planning Directive (MSP Directive 2014/89/EU) to advance their 
Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) implementation processes.
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MSP-OR in numbers

Requested EU 
contribution

Duration

2021 >
2024

1.9M €
Estimated 

project cost 80%
Member

States

ORs

Azores

French Guiana

MadeiraCanary Islands

12 Partners

Months



WP5 Continuous MSP monitoring & evaluation

WP3 Filling Gaps linked with 
on-going MSP processes

WP4 Ecosystem Approach to Regional 
MSP Challenges

WP2 Ocean Governance Platform
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Our Principles

  Strong coordinated and collaborative action between Member 
States and its Outermost Regions to foster cooperation;

  Embrace common challenges and the specific needs of each 
Region, as well as the knowledge sharing and best practices 
exchange.

Promote 
knowledge sharing, 
exchange of good 

practices and 
bring stakeholders 

together.

Contribute to 
capitalize resources 

and to promote 
sustainable 

development of 
Blue Economy in 

the ORs.

Advance and fine-tune
the regional MSP processes 

providing a coherent 
framework, management 

tools and platforms (public 
and geo-referencing) 

to increase the regional 
capacity of the ORs.
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Launch the monitoring 
and evaluation of the MSP 

implementation and its 
impacts on the regional 

blue economy.

Sectorial approach

Canary IslandsFrench Guiana

 
Navigation

Azores

Licensing

Improve the 
implementation of MSP with 
an increased engagement 

and stakeholders’ 
involvement.

Launch the MSP 
implementation 

accelerated by the 
advantage of sharing best 

practices with the European 
Macaronesian Outermost 
Regions (Azores, Madeira 

and Canary Islands).

French GuianaCanary IslandsAzores & Madeira

Madeira

Aquaculture & 
Tourism

MSP-OR tackles specific regional objectives

 Renewable
Energy
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Portugal

* The overarching aim of 
the European Green Deal 
is for the European Union 
to become the world’s first 
“climate-neutral bloc” by 
2050. It has goals extending 
to many different sectors, 
including the sustainable 
blue economy in the EU. 

Find out more at 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/
strategy/priorities-2019-2014/
european-green-deal_en

Spain

MITECO-DGCM
Ministerio para la Transición 
Ecológica y el Reto 
Demográfico

CEDEX
Centro de Estudios y 
Experimentacion de Obras 
Publicas

IEO (CSIC)
Instituto Español de 
Ocenografía - Agencia 
Estatal Consejo Superior de 
Investigaciones Cientificas

FB
Fundación Biodiversidad 
del MITECO

GOBCAN (Canary Islands)
Gobierno de Canarias

ULPGC (Canary Islands)
Universidad de Las Palmas 
de Gran Canaria

France

Shom 
Service Hydrographique 
et Océanographique de la 
Marine

Cerema
Centre d´études et 
d´expertise sur les risques, 
l´environnement, la mobilité 
et l´aménagement

Other MSP Authorities 
and Experts:

GDTSFG
General Direction Territories 
and Sea for French Guyana

We are 12 partners, 
supported by MSP 
experts, working together 
to achieve the EU Green 
Deal*

© Marco Aurélio © Phares Balises

© Esther Hidalgo 

Governo dos Açores - 
FRCT (Azores)
Fundo Regional  
da Ciência e Tecnologia

SRMP-DRPM
Secretaria Regional do Mar 
e das Pescas - Direção 
Regional de Políticas Marítimas

SRMar-DRM (Madeira)
Secretaria Regional de Mar 
e Pescas 

DGPM
Direção-Geral de Política 
do Mar

Other MSP Authorities 
and Experts:

DGRM
Direção-Geral de Recursos 
Naturais, Segurança 
e Serviços Marítimos

UAc
University of the Azores
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@MSPforRUPwww.msp-or.eu

Participate!

© Nuno Sá

Swim with us
in this sustainable

OCEAN.



MSP-OR Contact:

info@msp-or.eu

MSP-OR Coordinator:

Fundo Regional da Ciência e Tecnologia (FRCT)

Largo da Matriz, 45-52, 1º andar

9500-095 Ponta Delgada

Açores - Portugal

Visit our website


